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RATIONALE

This curriculum guide is intended to be a tlexible tool for sequential
learning in the basic musical concepts of rhythm. melody. form. harmony
and expressive palette. The guide is divided into four child
developmentally-based levels: Preparatory/Kindergarten: Level 1/2: Level
3/4: and Level 5/6. Level K and Level 1/2 deal primarily with the
development of singing, playing, moving, and listening skills. Level 3/4
and Level 5/6 build on these skills and promote progress towards musical
literacy. Each concept is divided into areas of focus. Each focus area
contains objectives and a list ot activities.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This guide is intended to be flexible in the implementation of form,
harmony and expressive palette. It is expected, however, that work in the
areas of rhythm and melody will be relatively sequential.

This guide lists goals. but, given the varying abilities of children, the
highest level may never be reached. The depth of learning should not be
sacrificed to cover all areas in a supertficial way.

Creativity was not addressed specifically in the curriculum
because the writers feel that creativity is a constant thread to be
woven into all focus areas. A variety of creative ideas are listed
in the Appendix. It is hoped that these ideas will act as a
catalyst for further creative teaching.



The objectives and activities in the General Music Guide reflect the mission statement, belief
statements, state requirements and program goals as listed below.

District Mission Statement for Fine Arts

The mission of Fine Arts education is to assist all students in becoming expressive and creative
producers, performers and consumers, who understand and appreciate the language of the arts and
how they enrich society. This is achieved through a variety of authentic experiences that promote
personal expression and heighten awareness of and reflect the multicultural world in which we live.

District Belief Statements for Fine Arts

. The study of the fine arts is an essential element of every child's basic education.

. The arts have intrinsic value.

. The arts provide a means for developing critical thinking and creativity.

. The arts require students to be active participants in the learning process.

. The arts develop independent thinking and self-discipline.

. The arts encourage students to analyze, evaluate and appreciate their own work and the
work of others.

. The arts promote personal expression and team work.

. The arts are a form of communication which serve as an outlet for the ways we share, record
and react to our impressions of the world.

. The arts, as an expression of culture, help students to make connections in all areas of their
learning.

. The arts promote understanding and appreciation for diverse cultures, past and present.

. The arts promote self-discovery and positive self-esteem.

. The skills developed through participation in the arts uniquely prepare students for the
world of work.

. Technology is an essential tool in arts education.

. The arts provide aesthetic experiences within the affective domain of feeling and emotions.

. [nstruction in the arts provides a foundation for a lifetime of artistic appreciation.

State Requirements

The Schools Rules of lowa require that curriculum and instruction identify any areas of integration
with career education, information, communication and technology skills, global education, learning
to learn skills, multicultural nonsexist education, higher order thinking skills.

District Program Goals for General Music

The general music program has adopted the National Content Standards For Music Education, with
additions to meet state guidelines, as the program goals for our area.

The music skills and conceptual understanding of the student will be developed through:

. Singing a varied repertoire of music, alone and with others.

. Performing on instruments a varied repertoire of music, alone and with others.
. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

. Reading and notating music.

i Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

. Moving to music.

. Evaluating music and music performances.

. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

. Exploring career options in music.

. Using technology as a tool for learning and self-expression.
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